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GOAL NINE: Meet the housing needs of all Essex 
residents 
• To achieve this goal, the Essex SPC recommends the Town take the following actions: 
• a) Adopt a Mixed-Use Zoning By-Law (2nd floor residential over commercial) to enable 

better utilization of already developed land. 
• b) Allow “in-law” apartments (through zoning change). 
• c) Examine affordable housing needs of current Essex residents. 
• d) Determine how best to support housing using CPA funds. 
• e) Consider partnering with neighboring communities on a joint housing plan 
• f) Conduct a market analysis for the Town. 
• g) Apply for grant funding for housing studies. 
• h) Explore ways to reduce costs for homeowners, including energy cost savings through 

MassSave free home energy audits. 


