This Plan is dedicated to longtime Open Space
Committee Chair Martha Hoar, in memory of her
late husband Sam Hoar, both of whom championed
environmental protection in the Town of Essex.



“I dream an inescapable dream
in which I take away from the country
the bridges and roads, the fences, the strung wires,
ourselves, all we have built and dug and hollowed out,
our flocks and herds, our droves of machines.

I restore then the wide-branching trees.
I see growing over the land and shading it
the great trunks and crowns of the first forest.
I am aware of the rattling of their branches,
the lichened channels of their bark, the saps
of the ground flowing upward to their darkness.
Like the after image of a light that only by not
looking can be seen, I glimpse the country as it was.
all its beings belong wholly to it. They flourish
in dying as in being born. It is the life of its deaths.

I must end, always, by replacing
our beginning there, ourselves and our blades,
the flowing in of history, putting back what I took away,
trying always with the same pain of foreknowledge
to build all that we have built, but destroy nothing.”

~excerpted from The Dream, by Wendell Berry

il



Table of Contents

Acknowledgements
Section 1. Plan Summary
Section 2. Introduction
Section 3. Community Setting
Section 4. Environmental Inventory and Analysis
Section 5. Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest
Section 6. Community Vision
Section 7. Analysis of Needs
Section 8. Goals and Objectives
Section 9. Five-Year Action Plan
Section 10. Public Comments
Section 11. References
Maps
Map A. Regional Context
Map 1. Zoning and Absolute Development Constraints
Map B. Community Development Plan
Map 2. Geology and Soils
Map 3. Unique Features
Map 4. Water Resources
Map C. Natural Resources Priority Sites
Map 5. Open Space
Map 6. Action Plan

Appendices

iv

18

46

67

71

75

77

82

83

il



Acknowledgements

This Plan would not have been possible if not for the leadership and knowledge of
Martha Hoar, who chaired the Committee for many years, as well as the many
experienced and dedicated members and associates who contributed to its content,
including but not limited to (in no particular order): Stephan Gersh, Richard “Ozzy”
Osborn, Mimi Storey, B.J. Frye, Jay Sweet, Rebecca Dawson, April Bowling, Julie
Scofield, Lysa Leland, Greg Crockett, Betsy Shields, and Art MacDonald. Special thanks
are also extended to Daphne Borden, who created the beautiful artwork that serves as the
Open Space Committee’s logo, and that graces the cover of this report.

We also received great review and input from Brendhan Zubricki, Town Administrator,
the Essex Board of Selectmen, the Essex Planning Board, the Essex Conservation
Commission, and several members of the Department of Public Works. Many
professionals from various organizations lent their expertise, including but not limited to:
Helen Bethell, Executive Director of the Manchester-Essex Environmental Trust, Peter
Phippen of Eight Towns and the Bay, Sam Cleaves and Julie Blaustein of the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council, Franz Inglefinger, Regional Ecologist for the
Trustees of Reservations, and Dave Santomenna and Ed Becker of the Essex Country
Greenbelt Association.

Finally, thanks to the Division of Conservation Services for its review and to all the

Town Boards and personnel, nonprofits, and volunteers who are helping to make this
Plan’s vision a reality.

v



