Minutes of the

Special Town Meeting
of the

Town of Essex
The April 25, 2012 Special Town Meeting of The Town of Essex held at the Essex Elementary School
Cafeteria was called to order at 7:44 pm by Moderator Rolf P. Madsen. A quorum of over 260 voters
were present at the time.
A moment of silence was observed in memory of Town officials and volunteers who have passed since
our last meeting: Frank Pizzo.
Moderator Rolf P. Madsen, duly seconded, move that the reading of the Warrant be omitted as copies
were available to the audience upon check in.
Voted Unanimously.

ARTICLE 1 – REAFFIRM A PREVIOUS VOTE TO PETITION THE LEGISLATURE TO ENACT
SPECIAL LEGISLATION
Motion made by Jeffrey D. Jones, duly seconded, that the Town vote to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to petition the General Court to enact Special Legislation as shown under Article 1 of the
warrant; provided the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to the bill,
unless the Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the bill before enactment by the General
Court. The Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to approve amendments which shall be within the
scope of the general public objectives of this petition.
Counted Vote:

Yes 144
No 141

A motion was made and duly seconded to dissolve the Special Town Meeting at 10:20pm.
Voted Unanimously.

A true copy.
Attest: __________________________
Christina J. Wright
Town Clerk
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Exhibit A: Text of Article 1 as appeared on the Town of Essex Warrant for Special Town Meeting,
dated April 9, 2012:
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court to enact
Special Legislation as follows; provided the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of
form only to the bill, unless the Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the bill before enactment
by the General Court. The Board of Selectmen is hereby authorized to approve amendments which
shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition;
An Act Establishing Procedures for the Sale and/or Lease of Property Known as Conomo Point
in the Town of Essex
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the authority of the same as follows:
SECTION 1: Whereas the Town of Essex Massachusetts includes a unique property known as
Conomo Point which the Town has historically leased to private individuals for extended
periods of time, and where such leases will soon expire, the Town has an interest in
establishing, under the specific circumstances at issue, an appropriate procedure for the future
potential sale or leasing of such property. Therefore, notwithstanding the provisions of section
16 of Chapter 30B of the General Laws, or any other general or special law to the contrary, the
Town of Essex, if first authorized by a vote of its Town Meeting, may sell or lease all or any
portion of its property known as Conomo Point, at fair market value, upon such terms and
conditions as the Board of Selectmen deem appropriate, in accordance with a bylaw adopted by
Town Meeting, which bylaw ensures that such sales or leases shall be undertaken in accordance
with an open, fair, and competitive disposition process, using sound business practices and
principles of fair dealing, which process may, but need not, recognize as a criteria for
evaluation for such sale or lease a certain level of preference for current lessees of such
property.
SECTION 2: This Act shall not exempt the Town from the provisions of sections 3, 15 or
15A of Chapter 40 of the General Laws, Sections 2-13.4 and 2-13.11 of the Town bylaws or
any other general or special law which requires a vote of Town Meeting to authorize the sale or
lease of real property.
SECTION 3: This act shall take effect upon passage.
; or take any other action relative thereto.
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