
A preliminary plan is submitted 
to the planning board and board 
of health, and a notice of plan 

submittal to the City/Town Clerk, 

Resid ential Subdivision-Massachusetts General Laws, Ch. 41 
Preliminary Plan Submitted before a Definitive Plan 

either by delivery in person or by The Board of Health reports The planning board 

• 

certified mail. 

A definitive plan is submitted to the 
Planning Board, and a written notice of 
plan snbrnittal to the City!Town Clerk, 

either by delivery in person or by certified 
mail. A copy of the plan must also be 

filed with the Board of Health. 

Within • 

their approval or disapproval 
of the plan. Failure to report 

shall be deemed approval. 

_i 
45 days 

of ilie plan submittal 

approves, approves 
with modifications, or 
disapproves the plan, 

i Within 

90 days of the plan submittal (Unless extended by written agreement between the planning board 45 days of the plan submittal 
(Unless extended by written agreement between the planning board and the applicant that has been filed with the City/rown Clerk) and the applicant that bas been filed with the Cityffown Clerk) 

Each Board notifies the appli� 
cant and the City!Town Clerk 
by certified mail whether the 

Planning Board approves, 
approves with modifications, 

or disapproves the plan. 

At least 
14days Before hearing 
1 

The hearing is 
advertised in the 

newspaper and posted in 
the town hall. Notice is 

mailed to the applicant and 
abutting landowners.* 

TheneAi 
successive week: 

follo'Wing the frrst notice

l 
The planning board holds a 

public hearing *The bearing may be continued over the span of multiple meetings 

The hearing is again 
advertised in the 

newspape� 

A certificate of the 
board's action is filed 
with the City!Town 

Clerk and mailed to the 
applicant 

'Baks/,;n 
Regfo1wl 

Planning 

C,mu:li::$iu,i 

Di,;claimer: Developed as an infonnal guide for permit granting agencies wi!h infont111tion �=t as of 
September, 2007. It has been tnmsmiUed for informational purposes only, and its oonlCll!.should not lm constiued as kgal advice. Please con$ult lcgal counsel before taking any action on this information. Ple-uc, =ns<tltMOL C41for =� <k:tailed informauon. 

Within 

20 days 

The planning board endorses the 
plan (if approved). The signed 

plan is delivered to the applicant 
by the planning board. 

r 
After 

of the certificate filing of the .fe�ls�,:'(i� have 
pas-sed 

If a decision certificate 
(or a written agreement to 

Within 
6 months 

of plan endorsement

+ 
extend the decision 

period) is not filed by the 
planning board with the 

,r 
City/Town Clerk within

90 days 

The plan and its 
:rtificates are filed at 
,e Regisuy of Deeds 

� 
b 

Appeals must be filed with 
the City/Town Clerk. *Construction may begin if anappeal is filed, but will be at the petitioners own risk. ' 

City/Town Clerk issues certificate 
stating that the Planning Board did 

not act and that constructive 
approval is granted. The plan and 
certificate of constructive approval 
are delivered to the applicant by the 

City!Town Clerk. 

--- ······-·········· *=at the expense of the applicant. 


